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Abstract

This paper reports on the teaching of piano playing and singing, conducted over two years (FY2006
to FY2007). In order to compensate for the shortage in time available for face-to-face tuition, the
Department of Pedology, Faculty of Human Development and Education, Kyoto Women’s University,
required one hundred or so students to practice piano playing / singing, to record the performance
they had achieved through practice, and to submit the recorded video. After reviewing the
trial conducted in FY2006, we changed the method of evaluating the recorded videos in the following
two ways for FY2007:

(1) Submission of the video no longer adds to the student’s grade points, a change intended to signal
that the submission is only a part of voluntary training.
(2) Students were given opportunities to watch a model performance.

As aresult of (1), FY2007 saw a clearer correlation between the number of video submissions and the
scores of performance tests than FY2006. Namely, the results suggest that a greater number of
submissions by each student tended to lead to an increase in the average score in the end-of-term
performance tests. This indicates that the submission of videos recording students’ accomplishment
motivates students to practice hard to improve their skill in performing, and effectively compensates
for a shortage in the conventional face-to-face training of piano playing / singing.

The opportunities mentioned in point (2) resulted in a favorable change in student’s performance,
particularly in playing those pieces that demand a rich expression of emotion. We find it possible to
postulate that watching a model performance enables students to understand the required manner of
playing on their own without being given explicit teaching. However, this hypothesis will require
further analysis and verification.



