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Introduction to the Genealogy of the social
and the Governmentality

WATARI Akeshi

(Abstract)

According to the French sociologist Donzelot (1982), the social was invented as a technology of governmentality.
If so, we should be able to describe the history of sociology at the level of governmentality. This article is a very
rough sketch to arrive at this attempt.

Governmentality is a concept of Foucault's middle period, but strangely enough, when something social was
discovered and sociology was born.

Foucault makes little mention of the governmentality of the period. The 19th century, when sociology is said to
have been born, was the birth.

They are being ignored. Therefore, Foucault's method can be replaced at the level of the social and history, we
need to start over. In the middle of the 19th century, the social were recognized as social problems, and they were
closely related to socialist thought.

However, it was eventually formulated as a problem that haunts modern society. In the 20th century, American
sociologist with the rise of learning, various elements were inserted. However, the thick layer of the social gradually
becoming difficult to find. The social is being lost. What does this mean for sociology? It will be necessary to grasp

this situation.

Key words - Sociology, the Social, Governmentality, Foucault





