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Revitalization of Rural Communities and
Community-based Farm Cooperatives

TAKEYASU Hideko

(Summary

Japan is facing urgent need for sustainable agriculture, as the decreasing number and aging of
farmers have been becoming more serious. In New Agriculture Policy, community-based farm
cooperatives have been promoted throughout Japan as a measure to maintain and manage farm-
lands in stead of family farming. This paper aims at examining the implication of community-
based farm cooperatives, particularly in regions where the most of farm households are small-
sized and part-time ones. Firstly, the types of community-based farm cooperatives are certificated
on the base of agriculture census. The cases of paddy villages, “Mura”, in Hyogo prefecture are

analyzed by using the types of community-based farm cooperatives.

Key words : community-based farm cooperatives, sustainable agriculture, agricultural policy,

small-sized and part-time farmer



